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The Hon. Scott Morrison, MP 
Prime Minister of Australia 
Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet 
PO Box 6500 
Canberra ACT 2600 
 
Cc: Mr. Philip Gaetjens 
Secretary, Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet 
 
 
 
Dear Prime Minister, 
 

As we start planning for Australia’s recovery from the economic impacts of the COVID-19 
pandemic, the signatories of this letter ask that the Australian Government considers building on 
the achievements that Australia has made against the  United Nations Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) and use these as a framework for policy design to ensure that we recover stronger 
and united to establish a better future for all. 

 

The SDGs outline a path to 2030 that leaves no one behind, and creates a sustainable world 
through the development of new markets and opportunities for governments, companies, workers 
and communities. There is already widespread support of the SDGs across Australia, including 
from the business community, for the future that these global goals define. Creating a fairer, more 
resilient and cleaner economy does not require the reinvention of frameworks or agreements. 
Instead, we are in a unique position to use the SDGs as the basis for a socially just and green 
recovery, one that further strengthens Australia’s ability to meet the SDGs. 

 
Together the 17 goals of the SDGs provide us with an internationally agreed framework, which 
also works at national, regional, and local levels, alongside and reinforcing existing plans and 
commitments. They enable Government to work cross-departmentally and with stakeholders to 
create programmes and policies that are coherent with the needs of our economy, society, and 
environment both domestically and internationally. 

 

We therefore recommend that the Government: 

 
1. Use the SDGs to unite all sectors behind a plan to build a stronger and more resilient 
economy. It is clear that many aspects of our lives will change permanently. Some industries may 
never be the same again. We must use this challenging situation as an opportunity to work 
together with our global and national partners alike, to build a stronger and more resilient 
economy with the SDGs at its heart. 

 

2. Use the SDGs to prioritise the most vulnerable in our society and level-up regional and 
societal inequalities. COVID-19 has exposed the depth of inequalities and risks exposing a larger 
group of people to income deprivation and its consequences. We welcome the Government’s 
commitment to provide income relief to many Australians and urge an ongoing focus to reduce 
widening social inequalities. The SDGs provide a framework which can help us prioritise health and 
wellbeing, alongside prosperity and GDP, as a measure of the nation’s success. We need to ensure 
that our recovery from the pandemic leaves no one behind and puts the health and wellbeing of 
current and future generations first. 

 

3. Use the SDGs to build coherent policies for a healthy planet and to aid the transition to net 
zero. We must balance social and economic needs with the needs of our planet, protecting and 
managing nature, and reducing our greenhouse gas emissions. These goals do not have to be in 
conflict. The SDGs provide a way to create co-benefits on the path to net zero by 2050 and enable a 
framework for coordinated and holistic policy design. 

 

We recognise that the scale of recovery will pose many challenges for the Government but the 
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COVID-19 crisis has shown that businesses, government, and civil society can and will work 
together to create lasting and positive change. We believe the SDGs should be used to establish the 
level of ambition for Australia’s pandemic-recovery and to create intergenerational value that 
ensures all people in our country live a good life, prospering on a healthy planet now and in the 
future. 

 
We want to build a future that benefits all Australians with the Government and are ready to 
support you in this endeavour. 

 
Yours faithfully, 

 
Kylie Porter 

Executive Director 

Global Compact Network Australia 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
3Bridges 
 
Barry Gallagher 
Interim CEO 
 
  

 
ACFID 
 
Bridi Rice 
Director, Policy and Advocacy 
 
 
 

 
Adansonia 
  
Gracjan Lambert 
Executive Director 
 
Damon Buckley 
Executive Director 

   

 
Adara Group 
 
 
Audette Exel AO 
Founder and Chair 
 
  

 
Australian Sustainable Finance 
Initiative  
 
Simon O'Connor  
 
Jacki Johnson 
Co-Chairs 

 
 
Australian Ethical Investment 
 
 
John McMurdo 
CEO 
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AVI  
 
Paul Bird  
CEO 

 
 
BLab  
 
Andrew Davies 
CEO 

 
 
Big Red Group 
 
David Anderson 
Group CEO 
 
 

   

 

BWD Strategic 
 
Derryn Heilbuth 
Managing Director 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Chartered Accountants ANZ 
 
Ainslie van Onselen 
CEO 

 
 
Clifford Chance  
 
Richard Gordon  
Managing Partner, Australia 

   

 

Colorspan Industries  
 
Vince Zafferano  
CEO 

 
Compass Housing 
 
Greg Budworth 
Group Managing Director 

 

 
Country Road Group 
 
Scott Fyfe  
CEO 

   

 
CourtHealth Consulting 
 
 
Pauline Bernard 
Managing Director 

 
CPA Australia 
 
 
Andrew Hunter  
CEO 

 

 
Fairtrade Australia and New 
Zealand 
 
Molly Harriss Olson 
CEO 

   

 
 
Futureye 
 
Katherine Teh 
Founder 

 
 
 
 
 

GECA  
 
Michelle Thomas 
Acting CEO 

 
 
 
 
 

Gilimbaa  
 
Amanda Lear 
Managing Director 
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Global Impact Initiative  
 
 
Giles Gunesekera  
CEO 

 
 
The Governance Institute of 
Australia 
 
Megan Motto 
CEO 

 
 
Infrastructure Sustainability 
Council of Australia  
 
Ainsley Simpson  
CEO 

   

 
 
International SOS  
 
Arnaud Vaissie 
CEO & Founder 

  
 
 
IKEA Australia 
 
Melissa Miller 
Country Sustainability Manager 

 
Intrepid Travel  
 
James Thornton  
CEO 

   

 
 
 
 
 

Konica Minolta Australia  
 
David Cooke  
Managing Director  

 
 
Koskela  
 
Sasha Tichkosky  
CEO 

 
 
Nestle Australia 
 
Sandra Martinez  
CEO, Oceania 

   

 

OceanaGOLD 
  
Sharon Flynn  
Executive Vice President 

 
Optus  
 
Kelly Bayer Rosmarin  
CEO, Optus 

 
Outland Denim  
 
James Bartle  
CEO 

 

   

 
 
Pacific Hydro 
 
Rachel Watson 
CEO 

 
Pillar Two   
 
Vanessa Zimmerman  
CEO 

 
Republic of Everyone  
 
Ben Peacock  
Founder 
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Responsible Investment 
Association Australasia 
 
Simon O’Connor 
CEO 

 

Sorbent 
 
 
Paul Tonkin 
CEO 

 
 
Sprout Coffee  
 
 
Steve Joy  
Director 

   

 

Stylecraft  
 
Anthony Collins  
Managing Director 

 
SunRice 
 
Rob Gordon 
CEO 

Talent Nation  
 
Richard Evans  
Managing Director 

   

Think Impact  
 
Ross Wyatt  
Managing Director 

Thinkstep-anz  
 
Barbara Nebel  
CEO 

Transparency International  
 
Serena Lillywhite  
CEO 

   

 
 
United Nations Association of 
Australia  
 
Lachlan Hunter  
National Executive Director 
 
 
 

 
The University of Melbourne  
 
 
Professor Duncan Maskell 
Vice Chancellor 
 
 
 

 
Water Services Association of 
Australia  
 
Pat McCafferty  
Chair WSAA 
 
Adam Lovell  
Executive Director 

   

Wateraid   
 
Rosie Wheen  
CEO 
 
Rob Skinner  
Chair 

 
 
 
Winya  
 
Greg Welsh  
CEO and Director 

 
 
Whitlam Institute 
 
Leanne Smith 
Whitlam Institute Director 
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World Vision  
 
Graham Strong  
Acting CEO 
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